
Q. Can a health center participate in voter  
registration activities?
Yes, provided that voter registration is handled in a completely nonpartisan manner. In fact, health centers that have 
out-stationed Medicaid eligibility workers on site (either public employees or health center employees with delegated  
authority) may be required to do voter registration under the National Voter Registration Act, also known as  
“Motor Voter.” health centers that accept Covered California grants are required to provide voter registration services  
to consumers that seek assistance with applications, renewals, or re-enrolling, or change of address, 

Q. What are the risks if a health center does  
voter registration?
A health center that does voter registration as a public service and remains nonpartisan has nothing to be concerned 
about. Only conducting partisan political activities, such as endorsing a candidate, coordinating with a campaign,  
or telling patients who to vote for, will jeopardize a center’s federal tax exemption and may violate the Federal Election 
Campaign Act. In addition, health centers that are part of a multi-service organization should keep in mind that some 
federal programs, e.g., Head Start, prohibit voter registration activities entirely. It is important, therefore, to assess 
whether there are any restrictions on voter registration imposed by a funding source. Coordinate with your voter  
registration coordinator or local consortia representative if you need clarification. If you don’t know who your consortia 
are, please contact Jana@healthplusadvocates.org and we can connect you.

Q. What kind of nonpartisan voter registration  
activities are allowed?
Health centers can make voter registration materials available for patients in waiting rooms and allow local voter r 
egistration officials or private nonpartisan organizations, such as the League of Women Voters, to do voter registration 
on-site. Health centers can also encourage patients to register to vote, help patients to complete registration forms, 
and send completed forms to the election authorities, as long as they do not suggest how patients should vote or that 
patients should register as members of a particular political party.

Q. Are there other things to avoid when a health center  
does voter registration?
Yes. A health center should be careful not to imply that its services are dependent in any way upon a patient’s decision 
to register or not to register to vote. Centers should not permit candidates or political parties to post or to distribute 
campaign materials in connection with a voter registration drive.
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