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NALEO Educational Fund was established in 1981, 
NALEO is the nation’s leading 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization that facilitates full Latino participation in 
the American political process, from citizenship to public 

service 

Policy, 
Research  

& Advocacy 

Constituency  
Services 

Civic  
Engagement 



What is the Census? 



“Representatives and direct Taxes shall be 
apportioned among the several States which may 
be included within this Union, according to their 
respective Numbers, which shall be determined 
by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, 
including those bound to Service for a Term of 
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three 
fifths of all other Persons. The actual 
Enumeration shall be made within three Years 
after the first Meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every subsequent Term 
of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by 
Law direct.”  
 
 

 
“Representatives shall be 
apportioned among the 
several States according to 
their respective numbers, 
counting the whole 
number of persons in each 
State …” 

ARTICLE I, SECTION 2 

XIV Amendment 



What Census data are used for is what’s most important: 
 
 

POWER 
 

 and 
 

MONEY 
 

Census data are used 
for apportionment of 
Congressional seats, 
and redistricting at 
all levels of 
government. 

Census data are 
indispensable for 
monitoring and 
enforcement of a 
broad range of civil 
rights policies.  

Census data guide 
the allocation of 
more than $800 
billion in federal 
government 
resources to states, 
localities, and 
families every year.   



Apportionment of U.S. House of Representatives 
Based on the 2010 Census (435 seats) 



Community Benefits from Census Data 

Our future prosperity and well-
being depend upon the quality of 
the information collected by the 
Census Bureau about our 
population and infrastructure. 
Census data guides a wide range 
of decisions made in the public 
and private sectors that affect the 
lives of all Americans.  
 
-New schools 
-New Hospitals 
-Child Care Centers 
-Special Education Grants (IDEA) 
-Head Start/Early Head Start 
-Foster Care Assistance Programs 
-Nat’l School Lunch Programs 
-Business (workforce/consumer 
base) 



Census data and the allocation of federal funds 
More than $800 billion in FY 2016 federal funding was distributed  

on the basis of Census-guided data. 

Program Amount  
(in billions)  

Medicaid $361.2 

Federal Direct Student Loans  $93.5 

Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program  $66.4 

Medicare Supplemental Medical Insurance (Part B)  $66.1 

Highway Planning and Construction   $40.3 

Federal Pell Grant Program $26.0 

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers $19.4 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families $17.1 

Very Low to Moderate Income Housing Loans $16.9 

Title I Grants to Local Education Agencies  $14.4 

State Children’s Health Insurance Program  $13.8 

Source:  Andrew Reamer, Counting For Dollars: The Role of the Decennial Census in the Geographic Distribution of 
Federal Funds, George Washington University, 2019 

Top 11 Census-guided federal programs  



State  Amount  
(in billions)  

California $115.1 

New York   $73.3 

Texas  $59.4 

Florida   $44.2 

Illinois  $34.3 

North Carolina $23.8 

Georgia $23.8 

New Jersey $22.7 

Arizona $20.6 

Washington $16.7 

Colorado  $13.1 

New Mexico $7.8 

Nevada $6.2 

Census-Guided Federal Funds Annually  
Allocated to Selected States 



• African Americans, Latinos and American Indians 
 

• Households with low incomes 
 

• Immigrants and individuals with low English-language 
proficiency 
 

• Renters  
 

• Residents who live in non-traditional housing 
 

• Rural residents 
 

• Highly mobile residents, such as farmworkers   
 

• Very young children aged 0-4   

The Census has never been accurate,  
while the count has improved over time, certain 

populations are historically “undercounted” including 



Census 2010 missed 1 million very young children, including 
more than 400,000 Latinos. 
 

The 2010 net undercount rate for very young Latino children 
was 7.1 percent, compared to 4.3 percent for non-Latinos. 
    

Source:  Child Trends Hispanic Institute and 
NALEO Educational Fund, The Invisible 
Ones: How Latino Children are Left out of 
our Nation’s Census Count.  

Very young children are most likely to be 
excluded from the Census count 



*Total share is greater than sum of individual states because of rounding.  

State Net Undercount Share of Net Undercount 

California -113,000 29% 

Texas -75,000 19% 

Florida -44,000 11% 

Arizona -32,000 8% 

New York -21,000 5% 

Georgia -21,000 5% 

Total for Six States -306,000 78%* 

United States -391,000 

Undercount of very young Latino children is 
concentrated in a few states 



County (State) Net 
Undercount 

Los Angeles (CA) 47,000 
Maricopa (AZ) 27,000 
Miami-Dade (FL) 18,000 

Dallas (TX) 17,000 
Orange (CA) 15,000 
San Diego (CA) 12,000 
Cook (IL) 11,000 

Harris (TX) 9,000 
Kings/New York (NY) 6,000 
Riverside (CA) 6,000 
Clark (NV) 6,000 
Broward (FL) 6,000 

The undercount is concentrated in just a few large 
counties; California has four of the top twelve 



POPULATION: 
About 10 million people 
 
44% HARD TO COUNT: 
Experts rank L.A. County as the 
Hardest to Count county in the 
entire U.S. 
 
UNDERCOUNT COST IN 2000: 
L.A. County missed out in $650 
Million over 10 years 
 
 
 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 



PER PERSON 
It is estimated that every uncounted person costs CA about $2,000 
 
 
LET’S DO MATH: 
1 Million people x $2,000 
= $2 Billion 
 
FOR 10 YEARS: 
$2 Billion x 10 
= $20 Billion  
 

THE COST OF AN UNDERCOUNT 



• Bureau was mandated to conduct the 2020 Census at a lower cost per 
household than 2010.  Its plans have fallen short and may now be the 
most expensive Census in history. 
 

• Bureau is making final adjustments to changes and new approaches 
which all have important implications for the Latino community: 

2020 Census 
Proposed Changes and New Approaches 

Internet response as primary 
response option 

Reduction in number of local 
census offices, field staff, field 
“presence” 

Use of administrative records and 
other third-party data  
for address canvassing and  
non-response follow-up (NRFU) 

Redesign of questions on  
Hispanic origin and race 



Administration’s last minute 
addition of a Citizenship Question 
puts Census 2020 at serious risk 



Southern District of New York decision issued January 15 
• Administrative Procedures Act (APA) violation 
• Finding that Secretary Ross reason for adding the citizenship 

question was a pretext 
• Commerce Department ordered to remove the question 

 
Northern District of California decision issued March 6 

• Second ruling against the Commerce Department   
• Ruling more expansive, Judge found violation of the Constitution 
 

District of Maryland decision issued April 5 
• Third ruling against the Commerce Department 
• Judge also found violation of APA and the Constitution 

Citizenship question litigation status 

U.S. Supreme Court is proceeding with an  
expedited review, oral arguments heard on  

April 23 and decision expected in June  



Strong Confidentiality Protections 
Safeguard Disclosure and Misuse 
of Census Data 

Under Title 13 of U.S. Code: 
 

• Census data can only be used for statistical purposes; personal 
information cannot be used against respondents in court or by a 
government agency. 

 

• Personal census information cannot be disclosed for 72 years 
(includes names, addresses, Social Security numbers and 
telephone numbers). 

 

• Census Bureau staff who have access to personal information 
are sworn for life to protect confidentiality. 

 

• Sworn staff are subject to a $250,000 fine and/or up to five years 
in prison for wrongful disclosure of information. 
 

Policymakers and advocates are working to ensure full  
Administration compliance with these critical protections. 



The ¡Hágase Contar! Census 2020 
Campaign is a national effort led and 
developed by NALEO Educational Fund.  

The campaign is focused on regions 
with significant Hard-To-Count (HTC) 
Latino communities. Nationally,  
the ¡Hágase Contar! Census 2020 
campaign will provide partners with  
a number of resources, including: 

• “Train-the-trainer” workshop opportunities; 
 
• State of the Census 2020 briefings; 
 
• Campaign material and promotional 

information; 
 
• Public awareness events and  

informational panels; 
 
• Digital and traditional media efforts; 
 
• National bilingual hotline –  

877-EL-CENSO (877-352-3676);  
 
• Informational Website: hagasecontar.org 



The ¡Házme Contar! Campaign, 
is a sub-campaign focused on 
achieving a full count of very 
young Latino children (ages 0-5).    

The ¡Házme Contar! campaign will 
include working with local and national 
partners, educators, school board 
members, childcare providers, and 
parent leader groups to ensure they 
have the tools, information, and 
resources needed to inform their 
community on the importance of 
counting all children in the household  
– including young children. 

The ¡Házme Contar! campaign will feature 
a number of resources, including : 
 
• Comprehensive toolkit, sample curriculum, 

informational material, template 
presentation for educators and parents; 

 
• Template resolutions for school boards; and 
 
• Earned media opportunities and digital 

media efforts. 
 
We look forward to working with you and 
local and national media partners to 
ensure a full count of our kids! 



Key Census 2020 Dates 

2019 
 

January – September 2019: 
U.S. Census Bureau will open 248 area Census 
offices. 
 

April 23, 2019: 
U.S. Supreme Court will hear case on citizenship 
question. 
 

June 2019: 
Decision from U.S. Supreme Court on citizenship 
question case is expected. 
 

June – August 2019: 
Census Test by U.S. Census Bureau to evaluate  
effect of Citizenship question on self-response rates 
(preliminary results expected in October). 
 

August 2019 and On: 
In field address canvassing; Recruitment and hiring 
by U.S. Census Bureau of temporary field staff. 

2020 
 

January 2020: 
The first enumeration begins in remote areas of 
Alaska, before the spring thaw. 
 

March – April 2020: 
Self Response phase of Census 2020 (internet, mail, 
and phone; four waves of staggered mail). 
 

April 1, 2020: 
National Census Day 
 

May – July 2020: 
Primary non-response follow-up operation  
(to households that did not self-respond). 
 
December 31, 2020: 
Census Bureau delivers final apportionment count to 
White House 



Ways to Get Involved 
• Download our communications 

toolkit: 
www.naleo.org/censuscommstoolkit-en 
 

• Download our SCOTUS Decision 
Toolkit: 
www.naleo.org/cqtoolkitpredecision   
 

• Distribute information about  
census jobs:  
https://2020census.gov/jobs 
 

• Host “train-the-trainer” workshops 
and disseminate census information 
in your communities 
 

• Join our campaign: 
https://hagasecontar.org/pledge  

• Join our SMS list: 
Text “CENSUS” to 97779  
 

• Join our censusGOTC@naleo.org list, 
write “Subscribe” in the subject line 
 

• Partner on key dates and  
national days of action 
 

• Promote our bilingual hotline  
877-EL CENSO and website 
hagasecontar.org  
 
 

http://www.naleo.org/censuscommstoolkit-en
http://www.naleo.org/cqtoolkitpredecision
https://2020census.gov/jobs
https://hagasecontar.org/pledge


Thank you. 

Giovany Hernandez 
Regional Census Campaign Manager 
Ghernandez@naleo.org 
 
 
www.hagasecontar.org 
www.naleo.org  
 

http://www.hagasecontar.org/
http://www.naleo.org/
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