
Member Driven.            Patient Focused. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Health Centers Funding Cliff 101 

 At the same time as Graham-Cassidy is being debated, critical funding for community health centers is set to 
expire at the end of this month.  

 Funding for Health Centers is comprised of both annual discretionary and mandatory funding. In FY 2017, 
discretionary funding was $1.5 billion, mandatory funding was $3.6 billion, for a total of $5.1 billion.  

 The mandatory portion of the funding is currently scheduled to expire on September 30, 2017. If Congress does 
not take action, health centers will face a 70 percent cut in their federal grant funding, which may force health 
centers to close sites, eliminate services, and even lay off health care providers and staff.  

 The administration (HRSA) estimates that without Congressional action to address continued funding for health 
centers, nationwide about 2,800 health center locations will close, more than 51,000 jobs will be eliminated, 
and 9 million patients will lose access to care.  

 In California, close to one million patients will lose access to care and over 5,500 staff will lose their jobs. 
(NACHC) 

 Bipartisan leaders across the political spectrum and in both chambers have called for swift action to address this 
cliff and other key programs which are set to expire, yet with only a handful of days left before funding expires, 
health centers face the very real prospect of having to make devastating cuts. 

 Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY) recently introduced H.R. 3770, the Community Health Improvement, Modernization 
and Excellence (CHIME) Act of 2017. This bill would continue funding for the Health Center Program for five 
years. 

 The CHIME Act provides a mechanism for other members of congress to demonstrate their support for health 
centers by signing on to co-sponsor the bill. The CHIME Act is unlikely to be passed as a standalone bill; health 
center funding is expected to be rolled into a larger vehicle along with funding extensions for CHIP, National 
Health Service Corps, Teaching Health Centers and other programs with the same funding expiration date. 
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