
Improve Access to Health Care: Support Community Health Centers 
 

Dear Colleague: 

 

Please join us in sending the attached letter to Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro and Ranking Member 

Tom Cole urging the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 

Services, Education, and Related Agencies to provide robust funding for the Health Center 

Program in Fiscal Year 2020. 

This program funds Community Health Centers, which are non-profit clinics that provide 

primary care, dental care, behavioral health, and pharmacy services in diverse settings ranging 

from rural areas to urban centers. Currently, there are 1,400 of these safety-net providers 

operating in over 11,000 communities across the United States and its territories. The nation’s 

Community Health Centers serve approximately 28 million Americans, predominantly from low-

income and vulnerable backgrounds. In fact, Community Health Centers treat one in five 

uninsured Americans, a third of those living in poverty, and one in six Medicaid beneficiaries. 

Community Health Centers provide high quality, cost-effective care that annually saves the 

health care system an estimated $24 billion by reducing the need for patients to seek care in 

costlier settings such as emergency departments.   

Community Health Centers are a cost-effective solution to America’s health care challenges We 

ask for your support in encouraging continued federal investment in the Health Center Program 

to strengthen the primary care safety net. If you have any questions about Community Health 

Centers or would like to sign the attached letter, please contact Sahil Chaudhary with 

Congresswoman Diana DeGette at sahil.chaudhary@mail.house.gov or 5-4431 or Shayne Woods 

with Congressman Gus Bilirakis at shayne.woods@mail.house.gov or 5-5755. The deadline for 

signatures is 5PM on March 25.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Diana DeGette                                      Gus M. Bilirakis  

Member of Congress                                      Member of Congress 
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Congress of the United States 

Washington, DC 20515 
 

March 28, 2019 

 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro   The Honorable Tom Cole 

Chairwoman      Ranking Member 

House Appropriations Subcommittee on  House Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Labor, Health and Human Services,    Labor, Health Human Services, 

Education, and Related Agencies   Education and Related Agencies 

Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairwoman DeLauro and Ranking Member Cole:  

 

We want to thank the subcommittee for its continued support and recognition of health centers as 

an important way to address the primary care access challenges facing the nation. As you prepare 

the Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies 

appropriations bill, we urge you to provide robust funding for the Health Center Program at the 

Health and Resources Services Administration.  

 

This vital program supports Community Health Centers, which provide comprehensive health 

services—including, primary and preventive care, behavioral health, and dental care—to 

vulnerable and underserved communities. Today, thanks to the longstanding bipartisan support 

in Congress, the nation’s 1,400 Community Health Centers serve 28 million Americans, 

including eight million children and 355,000 veterans. In addition, these safety-net providers 

employ over 220,000 Americans in approximately 11,000 communities, ranging from rural areas 

to urban centers. Each year, Community Health Centers generate approximately $54 billion in 

economic activity and save the health care system an estimated $24 billion.  

 

Community Health Centers are also on the frontline of addressing the nation’s changing health 

care needs. As the nation’s senior population grows, there will be a greater demand for primary 

care and case-management services to treat chronic diseases such as diabetes and heart disease. 

Community Health Centers have a proven record of using cost-effective, clinical strategies to 

deliver these services. In addition, Community Health Centers are on the forefront of responding 

to public health crises, including the opioid epidemic, flu outbreaks, and natural disasters. 

Community Health Centers are a cornerstone of the nation’s health care system and need 

reliable, sustained federal support to continue their work.  

  

Thank you for your past bipartisan support of Community Health Centers. We urge you to 

continue that support into FY 2020 by providing robust funding for the Health Center Program in 

the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies appropriations bill.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Diana DeGette                                      Gus M. Bilirakis 

Member of Congress                                      Member of Congress 


