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These talking points were developed in collaboration with the National Immigration Law Center (NILC) and are not legal 

advice. 

 

Date: November 21, 2017 

 

To:  Member Clinic CEO/COO 

 

From:  Alex Medina, Communications Specialists 

 

Re: Talking Points Regarding DACA Recipients 

 

This memo provides talking points for staff and patients who have questions about the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals.  
 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) is an immigration policy enacted by the  Obama administration in 2012. 
This policy allows certain undocumented immigrants who entered the country before their 16th birthday and before 
June 2007 to receive a work permit and exemption from deportation for renewable two-year terms. DACA confers non-
immigrant legal status but does not provide a path to citizenship. Currently more than 700,000 people have applied for 
and have received DACA nationwide. In the state of California, DACA recipients who meet the income requirements may 
enroll in full-scope Medi-Cal. 
 
 
GUIDELINES FOR DACA RECIPIENTS 

 The National Immigration Law Center (NILC) has recommended that individuals without current DACA status refrain 
from applying at this time. 

 If an individual already has DACA status and is up for renewal, that person may want to move forward with 
submitting the renewal application. It is possible that the renewal will not be processed until after the Trump 
administration is sworn in on January 20 and the renewal fee could be lost. 

 Currently, if an individual has DACA and wants to continue living in the U.S., they should never travel abroad unless 
they have applied for and received advance parole from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). If a DACA 
recipient is planning a trip abroad—and they have received advance parole—NILC recommends returning to the U.S. 
before January 20, 2017. Even if they have received advance parole, potential changes to the law after January 20 
could jeopardize their readmittance into the U.S. 

 If a patient has questions or needs more information, refer them to an immigration attorney or a Board of 
Immigration Appeals–accredited representative. Please see below for recommended resources. 

 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS FOR IMMIGRANTS 

 Individuals have the right to remain silent and may refuse to speak to Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE) 
officers or law enforcement officers at all times. 

 To be allowed to enter a home, ICE and law enforcement officers must have a warrant signed by a judge. Warrants 
must have correct names and addresses. NILC recommends that individuals refrain from opening their doors until 
they have seen a warrant, which can be held up to a window or slipped under a door.  

 Always carry any valid immigration documents. 



 

700 South Flower Street, Suite 3150. Los Angeles. C.A. 90017 

T (213) 201-6500. F (213) 553-9324. www.ccalac.org 

 Individuals have the right to speak to an attorney and that attorney may be present if they are questioned by ICE or 
law enforcement. 

 
NOTARIO FRAUD 

 Do NOT take advice about your immigration case from a notary public or an immigration consultant. 

 Contact ONLY a qualified immigration lawyer or  a Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) accredited representative for 
legal advice about your case. 

 A directory of legal service providers in your area is available at www.immigrationlawhelp.org.  

 For more information on notario fraud, go to www.stopnotariofraud.org.  
 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
 Nonprofit organizations that provide low-cost help can be found at immigrationlawhelp.org. 
 The immigration courts have a list of lawyers and organizations that provide free legal services: justice.gov/eoir/list-

pro-bono-legal-service-providers-map. 
 At https://www.adminrelief.org you can search for legal services by zip code. 
 Search for an immigration lawyer using the American Immigration Lawyers Association’s online 

directory, ailalawyer.com. 
 The National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild also has an online find-a-lawyer 

tool: https://www.nationalimmigrationproject.org/find.html. 
 NILC’s resources New Questions and Answers About DACA Now That Trump Is President-Elect and Know Your 

Rights have additional detailed information. 
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